OF CLERICAL LIFE

Thus a very touching and consistent love story is
based upon a true history, though Charles Parker in
his new character has to be guilty of a thoughtless
flirtation in which he never indulged, and Sally Shilton
is sentenced to a shorter life than she really enjoyed.
The representatives of the Newdigate family seem to
have regarded this adaptation of their family history
as rather impertinent; and though Sir Christopher is
admitted to be an admirable portrait of Sir Roger, we
are assured that other persons concerned were better
than their representatives. As George Eliot must
have learned the story from common talk, and given a
more distinct colouring to it from her familiarity with
Arbury House and the family portraits, and then
modified the characters so as to make them work out
the story effectively, the deviation from literal truth
will not scandalise those who have not the honour to
be Newdigates. To them the interest lies in the skill
with which these childish recollections have been con-
verted into one of the most charming of stories. The
critic "of this first book might perhaps be content with
saying ditto to Lewes, Mrs. Carlyle, and Dickens. At
most he might be inclined to make a few deductions
from the superlatives which are natural, or, one would
rather say, commendable in an enthusiastic recognition
of a new writer of genius. Some defects perhaps show
that the writer had not yet acquired a full command
of her art. In writing to Blackwood, she says that
her " scientific illustrations [in Amos Barton] must be
a fault, since they seem to have obtruded themselves
disagreeably on one of my readers." She declares her
innocence of any but a superficial knowledge of science.
The one reader showed some acuteness, for theceith-dancing, horse-
